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ACTION EUR-25 

INFO OCT-01 EA-11 IO-14 ISO-OO CIAE-00 PM-07 H-03 INR-10 

L-03 NSAE-00 NSC-07 PA-04 RSC-01 PRS-01 SP-03 SS-20 

USIA-15 SAI-01 SAM-01 DPW-01 DRC-01 /129W 

062087 

R 171452Z MAY 74 
FM AMEMBASSY MOSCOW 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC 8916 
INFO CINCPAC 
AMCONSUL HONG KONG 
AMCONSUL LENINGRAD 
AMEMBASSY LONDON 
AMEMBASSY PARIS 
USLO PEKING 
AMEMBASSY TAIPEI 
AMEMBASSY TOKYO 
USMISSION GENEVA 
USCINCEUR VAIHINCEN GER//32// 

DA WASHDC//DAML// 

CINCUSAREUR HEIDELBERG GER//DCSI// 

COMN A VINTGOM ALEX VA 
CINCUSNAVEUR LONDON ENG//N2// 

CSAF WASHDC//AFIN// 

USAFE RAMSTEIN AB GER//INO// 
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1. LATEST SOVIET MOVE IN DRAMA OF DETAINED 
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HELICOPTER CREW IS MESSAGE TO INTERNATIONAL RED CROSS 
ASKING IT TO USE ITS INFLUENCE WITH CHINESE AUTHORITIES 
TO PERMIT EITHER SOVIET REPRESENTATIVE OR IRC 
REPRESENTATIVE TO MEET WITH CREWMEN. ACCORDING TASS 
MAY 16,MESSAGE WAS SENT TO IRC PRESIDENT MARTIN BY 
EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE OF SOVIET RED CROSS AND RED CRESCENT, 
WHICH HAS OSTENSIBLY RECEIVED NUMEROUS LETTERS FROM 
RELATIVES AND OTHERS EXPRESSING DEEP CONCERN ABOUT 
FATE OF CREWMEN. 

2. COMMENT: THIS IS SECOND INDICATION OF SOVIET 
EFFORT TO GAIN ACCESS TO CREWMAN. SOVIET AMBASSADOR 
TOLSTIKOV WAS REPORTED TO HAVE MADE DEMAND FOR ACCESS 
IN MAY 4 MEETING WITH CHINESE MFA (REFTEL). SUCH 
AN APPEAL TO RED CROSS IS UNUSUAL FOR SOVIETS AND IS 
A SIGN OF THEIR FRUSTRATION OVER LACK OF SUCCESS IN 
BILATERAL CHANNELS. 

STOESSEL 
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